
   

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A summary of what is happening in our 

Circuit…. 

   

    

Keeping our 

community 

connected 
 

We are delighted to know that 

a probationer minister has 

been appointed to come to 

our circuit for September. 

Luke McCleod (below) will 

have pastoral charge of 

Bladon, Kidlington, 

amalgamated with Tackley, 

and Woodstock as he takes 

up his first circuit 

appointment. We will be 

saying farewell to Revd Paul 

Carter and his wife Carol, in 

the summer, details of which 

will be announced nearer the 

time. Revd Michael Sawyer 

has agreed to have pastoral 

charge of Rose Hill for two 

years, part time. 

 

 

 

 

July 2023 

Oxford Circuit 

News update 

Negotiations for the sale of 

Cowley Road continue and the 

Circuit Leadership Team, (CLT) 

are developing our circuit 

priorities with fresh and 

innovative ideas.  

 Our lay employees are 

developing their roles in 

exciting ways, and we are 

grateful to them. We are 

hopeful that a new financial 

assistant will be appointed to 

join them soon.  

 

 

 

Winter 2026 

If you are unable to get to 

church for any reason you can 

find an audio recording of a 

service every week on the 

circuit website: 

https://www.oxfordmethodists.org.u

k/resources/worship/podcasts.html  

 

The Oxford Methodist Circuit 

has a Facebook page which 

can be found here: 

https://www.facebook.com/oxf

ordmethodistcircuit 

If you would like to publicise an 

event on the page, please send 

the information to the office 

office@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 

and don’t forget to follow us. 

 

Circuit Prayer Resources 

Following the wonderful 

contributions from the circuit 

for the prayer stations at 

Anticipate 2025, we now have 

a collection of fifteen prayer 

stations as a circuit resource. 

If you would like to borrow 

these for a local arrangement 

or any other event at your 

church, please contact Ruth 

Leach  

circuitpa@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 

A list of what is available will 

be sent to all churches soon.  

 

Thank you to Andy and Jan 

Hodgson for their help in 

developing this project. 

 

 

News from the Circuit 

 

As you will have read above 

our ordained staff worked 

very hard over Christmas to 

offer new and fresh 

approaches to Advent and all 

the Christmas services in our 

churches, so we say a 

grateful thank you to them. 

 

A big invitation goes out to 

everyone to seriously consider 

joining the CLT as a Circuit 

Steward. Those who hold this 

title cannot go on forever, so 

we earnestly ask you to give 

this your prayerful 

consideration. This is an 

exciting time in the Oxford 

circuit as we take forward 

God’s mission and purposes in 

this part of the Methodist 

Connexion.  

 

https://www.oxfordmethodists.org.uk/resources/worship/podcasts.html
https://www.oxfordmethodists.org.uk/resources/worship/podcasts.html
https://www.facebook.com/oxfordmethodistcircuit
https://www.facebook.com/oxfordmethodistcircuit
mailto:circuitpa@oxfordmethodists.org.uk


 

  

Christmas and New Year 

at Great Milton 

Eleanor pinching out her 
birthday candle.

 

Our Community Christmas 

Prayer Tree was filled with 

more baubles than ever (144) 

with prayers for specific people 

and situations but also peace. 

 

In Great Milton on Christmas 

morning, we had a great 

celebration of the birth of 

Jesus.  For our early 9.30am 

service we had been awarded 

a Local Arrangement, and this 

was led by Audrey who had 

been planning it for, what 

seemed like, about 9 

months!  There were 27 

people in the congregation 

including some from 

Australia, Bolton and 

Guildford.  Appropriately, 

there was even a small baby 

who enhanced the reading. 

The joyful festivities 

continued after the service in 

the home of a local resident. 

Our well-attended monthly 

coffee morning in January 

was extra special as we were 

able to celebrate the 

97th birthday of Eleanor (see 

photo).  She is quite amazing. 

However, 2026 could see a 

major change as we struggle 

to find a replacement Senior 

Steward to take on the 

responsibility for our little 

chapel and community.  In 

Autumn last year we thought 

that the end of the present 

Preaching Plan in February 

would be the time to lock the 

door and hand in the 

keys.  Recent encouragement 

from Miriam, Stephen and 

some local preachers have 

resulted in us asking for a 

further 3 months on the 

Plan.  This should see us over 

Easter and to the end of 

May.  Miracles happen, so we 

would value your prayers. 

 

 
 

 

Our local arrangement services 

are on the second Sunday of 

each month. These have 

included a Pet Service, 

Remembrance Sunday and a 

service using the circuit prayer 

resources. 

In the coming months, we hope 

to begin and complete a 

church refurbishment project 

to make our building more 

eco-friendly, inclusive, 

welcoming and flexible. Plans 

include lighter seating, 

improved hall heating, doors 

and flooring, and a new chatty 

bench outside. We are grateful 

to the circuit and district for 

their grants to help us do this. 

Finally, Knit for Peace is 

continuing. Everyone is 

welcome so please check the 

church website for details.  

 

 

Woodstock Methodist 

Church 

 

 

 

Christmas at Woodstock 

Methodist Church was busy, 

joyful and uplifting.   

 

Our third Christmas Tree 

Festival featured 22 mini 

trees created by local schools, 

the care home, Scouts and 

Guides, and other Woodstock 

community groups. Each tree 

was unique, and keeping the 

display open until the New 

Year gave a beautiful 

backdrop to our Christmas 

services. The festival began 

with an Afternoon Tea and 

Nativity Trail, with the whole 

church helping. Over £800 

was raised for the Church, 

Bridewell Gardens and All We 

Can. 

We also enjoyed three All Age 

Services. On the 14th 

December we had a local 

arrangement based on “The 

Grumpy Owl Nativity Story” 

(shared by Kidlington). Our All-

Age Carol Service, led by 

Simeon Mitchell included a 

lively all-congregation nativity. 

The last was our Christmas 

Day Celebration, always a 

special service and more 

poignant as it was Paul 

Carter’s last one with us.     

 



 

  

For the sixth year running, we 

are hosting and staffing the 

Oxford Winter Night Shelter 

on Saturday nights from the 

beginning of January until the 

end of March. We have lots of 

new volunteers this year and 

are grateful to everyone who 

gives up their time (and 

sleep) to volunteer for this 

project. 

 

 

 

Wesley Memorial 

 

In November we were pleased 

to welcome Trey Hall, Director 

of Evangelism and Growth 

with the Methodist Church, to 

preach and lead a session on 

Evangelism from below – 

Helping people speak of God 

and act in God in Authentic 

ways. Following his visit, we 

have been given the 

opportunity to trial a new 

discipleship course, On the 

Way, prepared by the 

Methodist Church, for those 

beginning or wanting to 

refresh their journey with God. 

This will be starting shortly. 

 

 

 

Christmas at Lime Walk 

We are humbled and 

challenged by our increasing 

numbers and greatly 

appreciate all those who work 

so hard to ensure everyone is 

made to feel welcome and 

helped to ‘find their feet’ 

within our wider church 

community. Our church 

attendance has averaged 

120 over recent months, with 

a surge for special services 

such as the Junior Church 

Nativity and the Candlelit 

Carol Service. We were 

delighted to host the first 

Circuit Blue Christmas 

service, and we look forward 

to the next ‘Anticipate’ event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

We have very much enjoyed 

our services this Christmas 

time. Advent started with our 

circuit Taizé service, where we 

reflected on Isaiah's vision of 

the Peaceable Kingdom and 

John the Baptist calling us to 

prepare the way of the Lord.  

 

Our carol service was a very 

successful local arrangement, 

followed by coffee and mince 

pies, and we were delighted to 

have our own minister Stephen 

take our midnight communion 

service on Christmas Eve and 

the Christmas day service. 

As for our weekly outreach 

activities, on 12th December 

we had a Christmas 

ploughman's lunch with 

approximately 20 people 

gathering for a cooked meal, 

several choices of puddings, all 

homemade, lots of chat and 

plenty of laughter.  

This was followed on the 

Saturday with a Christmas 

coffee morning, with bring and 

buy stall, in aid of our 3 church 

charities and the village of 

Kikambala in southern Kenya. 

A lovely time of fellowship, 

grabbing a bargain and eating 

cake was had by everyone and 

the magnificent total of £500 

was raised for our charities. 

 

Over 100 adults and children 

joined in our Winter Olympic 

themed annual church party 

in January with delicious food, 

mind bending quizzes and 

silly games. We ended the 

evening singing-a-long to one 

of the items which will feature 

in a concert version of Time 

and Again, a medley of 

Wesley Mem musical hits, 

telling the story of the people 

of God through the ages. All 

are welcome and please bring 

your friends to this concert on 

28th February.  

 

 

 



  

As for many Churches, the 

Christmas period was 

extremely active. As last year, 

we delivered 1,500 Christmas 

cards, one to every home in 

our little town. These were 

primarily a Christmas greeting 

from the Church but included 

details of our Christmas 

events. The first of these 

being a crazy pantomime 

“Nativity Delivery” delivered by 

the popular Christian 

entertainer Duggie-Dug-Dug. 

This event made connections 

with families that had never 

been to the Church. It also 

meant that half a dozen 

Church members were trained 

as puppeteers, something to 

add to their CV’s!! It was a 

magnificent event and among 

the laughter, there was the 

clear message of God’s 

sovereignty and love!  

 

The following Sunday was our 

“Turn Up & Take Part” 

Nativity, an event originally 

introduced to us by Rev, 

Stephen Spain which has 

quickly become essential to 

Christmas for us. The 

Christmas Day service was led 

by Graeme Thompson, one of 

our members, and some 

families who attended the 

pantomime came along 

to both.  

 

 

 

Watlington 

 

 

For the first Sunday of the New 

Year, we focused upon our 

Mission “Closer to God – 

Closer to Each Other – Closer 

to Our Community” and how 

each of us have a part to play 

in that Mission. This may 

result in a house group to help 

us become “Closer to God and 

to Each Other.” As we continue 

into 2026 the Church Council 

needs to prayerfully consider 

whether we can somehow 

make every Sunday service 

family friendly or whether we 

start with one Sunday a month 

being a Family Service. Lots of 

opportunities and many 

challenges – but also real 

signs of God’s blessing. 

 

The final Tuesday drop-in for 

the year was enjoyed by 

around 20 people, with carol 

singing, poems, readings and 

songs, followed by mince pies, 

cakes, tea and chat. 

 

 

Since Christmas, we have 

been blessed with a 

marvelous drama about the 

wives of the three wise men, 

our covenant service led by 

Miriam, and a united service 

hosted by our Anglican friends 

at All Saints and joined by the 

Oxford Chinese Christian 

Church, which meets in both 

our churches. 

Meanwhile, the feasibility 

study being conducted to look 

at how we might change our 

building to better serve us in 

our mission and ministry 

today and in the future is 

making progress. Our vision is 

for flexible spaces that are 

welcoming and worshipful, 

accessible and 

environmentally friendly, easy 

and economical to operate 

and maintain, so watch this 

space for further news. 

 

Anticipate 2– Sensing God 

Sunday 17th May 

10.30am at Wesley 

Memorial Church 

Our second Circuit celebration 

will take place on Sunday 17th 

May 10.30am-2pm. 

This is a chance to come 

together as a Circuit, using our 

senses to worship and 

experience God through 

different activities.  

The format will be similar to 

last year and we will end with 

eating a meal together, so 

please bring a packed lunch. 

More details will follow soon. 



 
  

It was wonderful to have 

twenty people come to 

celebrate on Christmas 

morning, including two 

children with their new 

remote-control helicopters. 

We had a similarly good 

turnout for the first service of 

the new year, which was our 

annual Covenant Service. It's 

always encouraging and great 

blessing to be able to 

welcome visitors and new 

people. We continued to make 

good use of our video screen 

over the festive period, 

including song words and 

liturgy. Please pray that we 

may see more signs of 

renewal as we continue into 

the new year. 

 

Taizé worship for Lent 

Lime Walk Methodist 

Church 

Sunday 1st March 

6.30pm 

 

 

 

Before Christmas we had a 

coffee morning with carols 

which was well attended and 

Paul came as well.  

Our carol service was on 11th 

December, and the church 

was fully decorated for the 

occasion. The service with 9 

lessons and carols was 

conducted by candlelight and 

was also well attended with 

several additional people 

attending from the village. 

We had a small service on 

Christmas Day followed by a 

very full church for Covenant 

Sunday when the 

congregation from St Nicolas 

Church joined us even though 

this service is very much a 

Methodist tradition. 

 

Kennington 

 

week of prayer for Christian 

Unity, and to celebrate the 

work of Community Cupboard 

which is a joint venture 

between the churches. A 

number of people spoke 

movingly about why they are 

involved in helping at 

Community Cupboard. 

 

 

 

Rose Hill Methodist 

Church 
 

 

We had a wonderful joint carol 

service with the Zimbabwean 

Church who also meet on our 

premises. The Bible readings 

were in both English and 

Shona, and at the end of the 

service the Zimbabwean 

members spontaneously burst 

into song, complete with 

whistles and drum! 

 

We had a lovely Christmas 

Party at the Monday Café, and 

our visitors enjoyed playing 

Pass the Parcel, and were 

entertained by the Donnington 

Men’s Singers, as well as a 

delicious buffet, with many 

donations of food from our 

visitors. 

 

The Community Cupboard 

Christmas Party was also a 

great success – we served a 

full hot Christmas dinner to 

over 60 guests, which was a 

first for us and really 

appreciated by the friends. 

Tasty deserts were provided by 

volunteers. 

 

A group of us enjoyed singing 

Christmas carols at Rose Hill 

Community Centre Christmas 

fair, with St Mary’s, Iffley. 

 

The December Christian Aid 

lunch, held on the second 

Thursday of the month, was 

enjoyed by all who came. 

 

In January we had a United 

Service with St Mary’s, Iffley to 

mark the beginning of the 

 

 

Tackley  



 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kidlington Methodist 

Church 

Christmas came early at KMC 

– in various ways.  Our Repair 

Café has proved to be a 

successful venture, and we 

had a special moment at our 

December event when a 

visitor brought in a broken 

Christmas toy that had 

sentimental value to her.  

One of our repairers was able 

to work on it and got Rudolph 

playing his signature tune on 

the trombone once again – 

with a few tears of joy shed 

as a result. 

We felt especially blessed to 

have Paul lead our Carol 

Service on 14th December 

and the morning service on 

Christmas Day.  With five 

churches to care for that’s 

quite a feat of calendar 

juggling … and managing to 

preach back-to-back 

Christmas Day services at 

Kidlington and Woodstock!  

As always, our Carol Service 

featured the traditional 

readings and a lovely 

selection of carols – 

traditional and more modern.  

We were delighted to have 

visitors join us for the service 

and to stay for refreshments 

and conversation afterwards. 

 

 

Circuit Lent Group 

There is a circuit Lent group on 

Zoom on Monday evenings at 

7.30pm from 23rd February to 

23rd March (see attached 

poster). The QR code and links 

for joining are below 

https://bit.ly/CircuitLent26 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/992754354

17?pwd=yu1PkEe6MalTVusPz

Yam5raKH9fihr.1 

Meeting ID: 992 7543 5417 

Passcode: Lent26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 6th January – the Feast of 

the Epiphany – we had a one-

day Holiday at Home with a 

good number attending, 

despite an early morning light 

sprinkling of snow.  Great fun 

was had trying to play various 

tunes on hand bells and our 

musical knowledge was tested 

as we tried to ‘name that 

Christmas tune’.   

Minecraft Church has been a 

great success at KMC thanks 

to the hard work and 

enthusiasm of Emma, who 

leads it. This has now been 

recognized with an article in 

the final print edition of 

Connexion magazine which 

you can access here - 

https://kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk

/worship/minecraft-church/  

 

 We have been delighted to 

welcome the Punjabi 

Congregation to KMC 

following the closure of 

Cowley Road Methodist 

Church. This is working out 

really well and we hope to 

build a closer relationship 

with then as time goes on.  

We will also be working more 

closely with the Tackley 

congregation as plans move 

forward to merge Kidlington 

and Tackley into one church, 

worshipping on two sites. We 

feel that we are becoming a 

family of congregations and 

that this is an exciting time for 

us.        

 

 

 

 

 

Time and Again Concert at 

Wesley Memorial 

There will be an abridged 

concert performance of Time 

and Again, the musical of 

Wesley Mem musicals, on 

Saturday 28th February at 

6pm. 

Tickets are free and there will 

be a retiring collection for Rose 

Hill Community Cupboard and 

WM solar panel fund. 

Scan the QR code below for 

tickets. 

 

https://bit.ly/CircuitLent26
https://zoom.us/j/99275435417?pwd=yu1PkEe6MalTVusPzYam5raKH9fihr.1
https://zoom.us/j/99275435417?pwd=yu1PkEe6MalTVusPzYam5raKH9fihr.1
https://zoom.us/j/99275435417?pwd=yu1PkEe6MalTVusPzYam5raKH9fihr.1
https://kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk/worship/minecraft-church/
https://kidlingtonmethodists.org.uk/worship/minecraft-church/


 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The church decorated for the 

Christmas Concert

 

We ran course at church called 

“A Musical Christmas”. Over 

three days, children from the 

local area rehearsed a concert 

of festive musical numbers 

from the stage and screen, 

culminating with two 

performances to parents and 

friends. The year finished with 

a lovely all-age Christmas Eve 

service led by Paul. 

 

 

At the end of October, we 

staged the musical Jesus 

Christ Superstar in Bladon. 

We are so proud of all the 

cast and what they have 

achieved. They worked 

phenomenally hard to pull off 

such a demanding show and 

their commitment and energy 

was absolutely amazing.  

The show had the audience 

entertained, enthralled, 

moved and even tearful. This 

was always going to be a 

difficult show to sell as we 

had put an age guidance of 

10 years which excluded a 

good fraction of our regular 

audience with younger 

children. However, we had 

amazing support from staff, 

preachers and church 

members from all over the 

Circuit. 

We are SO grateful to 

everyone who supported us.  

It was also fantastic to once 

again have our minister Paul 

in the cast – he will be sorely 

missed next year although we 

have already told our new 

probationer Luke he will be 

expected to perform!!  

We also used this opportunity 

to base several services on 

holy week, using the musical 

to compare and contrast how 

Jesus Christ Superstar 

portrays the last week of 

Christ’s life with what we 

know from biblical records 

and our young people have 

learnt, unlike the musical, the 

story does not end with the 

crucifixion! 

 

 

We now turn our attention 

to Easter with a Family 

Service and our traditional 

egg rolling and egg hunt 

event at Blenheim. We are 

also starting to rehearse 

for our spring concert Mad 

for the Musicals which will 

take place from 14 to 16 

May. You can keep up to 

date with our latest news 

on our website 

https://www.juniorchurch.com/ 

or at 

https://www.facebook.com

/search/top?q=bladon%20

junior%20church 

 

 

 

 After Jesus Christ Superstar 

we focused on Christmas 

which included rehearsing 

and performing our very 

popular Christmas Concert, 

always a fun and joyous 

occasion. We staged this over 

two evenings to allow more 

people the opportunity to 

attend however sadly we still 

ended up turning people 

away.  

Our Christmas Family Service 

was extremely well attended 

and a really enjoyable 

occasion. 

 
 

 

Bladon 

https://www.juniorchurch.com/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=bladon%20junior%20church
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=bladon%20junior%20church
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=bladon%20junior%20church

